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Why this session?

Sessions on taboo
topics in the last
conferences

Homosexuality is still,
for many countries and
societies, a taboo

At the same time,
homosexuality is a
topic of research, both
of natural and social
sciences




Why talking about homosexuality In
SC and Museums?

Homosexuality iIs a human/animal behavior

Role of genetics in human behavior Is a topic
of big interest in the last years

Other theories: hormones, brain shape,
stress during pregnancy, etc.

At the end, scientific “explanations” of
homosexuality (iIf needed!) are still open. So,
they are a matter of scientific interest



Why talking about homosexuality In
SC and Museums?

Never forget
*homosexuality” is
just a tag, invented
not so much time
ago, by scientists

*Homosexuality” Is
a cultural
production of XIX
century




Why talking about homosexuality In
SC and Museums?

Talking about taboo topics is not easy but public
IS Interested in sexuality topics (especially teens
and youngsters, as well as educators)

SC and Museums have a social role and mission:
science can help in fighting prejudice and
discrimination

SC and Museums must dialogue with all of their
publics



How do we manage the topic of
homosexuality in our institutions?

1. ASTC Equity and Diversity Program helps SC

and Museums to develop strategies for being
more Iinclusive

2.  Gay and Lesbians policy guidelines for

Museum Programs and Practice (Museums
Australia)

3. 1997 ICOM Museum and Cultural Diversity
Policy Statement: no reference to glbt



How do we manage the topic of
homosexuality in our institutions?

1.  We are not obliged to talk about
homosexuality, but we can do it

2. Do we apply some form of “self-censorship”
although the social, cultural and scientific
relevance of a topic can be high also if it
concerns a minority?



NEMO, Amsterdam: TEEN Facts
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NEMO, Amsterdam: TEEN Facts




Dana Centre, London: Sourcing
sexuality (18 july 2006)

“Come and tackle that
nature-versus-nurture
debate. With advances in
our understanding of
genetics and
developmental biology,
can scientists now offer
an answer to sexual
preference? Or is our
sexuality socially
constructed?”



Deutsches Hygiene-Museum
Dresden: Sexuality

LOVE, SEX AND
LIFESTYLES IN THE AGE OF
REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE

Mate selection

Hormones, Gender and
Arousal

Sexual practices
Love, Partnership and Family

Sexuality in Public and Private
spaces



Deutsches Hygiene-Museum
Dresden: Sexuality



Universum Museo de las
Ciencias, Mexico City

Visitors mainly young people and teen-agers, school groups
and families

Survey to find the museum’s visitors knowledge and interest
on human sexuality to design an exhibition on sex

Homosexuality is one of the topics that both males and

females ask to be included because they want to get more
Information

Topics such as: Sex organs, Menstruation, Physiology of

reproduction are practically ignored and not demanded by
males



The speakers

Maud Gouy, Cité des Sciences,
Paris

How can we speak about love and
sexuality to kids in a Museum?

How do you show and speak about
intimacy privacy?

How to speak about homosexuality
to 9 to 14 years old kids?

"Sex - Wot's the big deal?"

The point is neither to stigmatize it
by a specific treatment nor to
banalize it

|s the museum the right place to
discuss taboo topics (suicide,
cancer, etc.) in order to break them
down?




The speakers

Geir Sgli, Natural History Museum,
Oslo

Against nature? — an exhibition on
animal homosexuality.

2006: the first-ever exhibition dedicated
to gay animals

Homosexuals have been told for years
that their way of living can not be
accepted as it represents a practice
against the order of nature. Natural
science proves something else

The exhibition received an
overwhelming respond from national
and international media, which clearly
demonstrates a museum’s potential as
an arena for communication — if we just
dare using it




thank you for your attention!

amodio@cittadellascienza.it



